About the Relic Tour
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The Relic Tour of Maitreya project  is a message  of  loving kindness ,  peace and harmony. The Relics of the  Buddha and his sravakas have been  displayed on this tour since 2001 in over 44 countries at  413 venues . This tour has brought countless Buddhists and non- Buddhists and Buddhists of diverse traditions together to share a feeling of one-ness and  loving kindness, peace and harmony. The relics are due to be displayed in Sri Lanka in May 2009, to coincide with Vesak celebrations. Though the relics have been displayed in 44 counties, this is the first time the  relics will be displayed in a Theravada country and Maitreya  Project places much value to this tour of  Sri Lanka  due to our status in the Buddhist world.   Though  this is the first time the relic  tour  is visiting  Sri Lanka,  it has had many  Sri Lankan temples abroad as its previous exhibition venues. 

These relics which are due to  be displayed for veneration  in Sri Lanka during the month of Vesak  are of  the sacred relics of the Gauthama Buddha and his  Sravakas ( Disciples) such as Venerables  Sariputta, Moggallana, Ananda, Kondanna, Rahula Theros  and the 500 Arahants. They   have been collected by a Nepalese Master , Lama Zopa Rinpoche  from Burma, Thailand, Taiwan and Indonesia and is scheduled to be enshrined in a large statue of Maitreya Buddha in Kushinagar, ( Kusinara- Dambadiva) India in 2010. Most of the relics have Meiktila Relic Museum in Burma  as its origin.  Each time a Relic is offered to the collection, Master Rinpoche checks whether it is real (using the tests described in the Suttas) and then decides whether it is appropriate to display it.

 The tour which usually includes relics  of recent Buddhist masters world over,  taking Sri Lankan Buddhist traditions and sentiments in to account,  will display  in Sri Lanka only relics of Gauthama  Buddha and of his Saravakas.

About the Maitreya Project
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As its focus, Maitreya Project is building a magnificent 500ft / 152m bronze statue of Maitreya Buddha. The essence of Maitreya Buddha being loving-kindness and peace, constructing the statue  will provide a symbol to bless and transform the mind and heart of countless people in the world. The statue will be located at Kushinagar, Uttra Pradesh, in Northern India close to the place where the Buddha's passing away. It will be constructed as a Buddhist place of worship for the public and will be designed to last at least 1,000 years so it can act as a catalyst for peace for a full millennium.
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To create the greatest possible benefit, Maitreya Project will put loving-kindness into action by combining public spiritual, medical and educational facilities. Accordingly Maitreya Project's Buddha statue and its throne building will provide the public with temples, exhibition halls, a museum, library, audio-visual theatre and hospitality services. All will be set in beautifully landscaped parks with meditation pavilions, beautiful water fountains and tranquil pools. The buildings and grounds of the Project will contain a remarkable and inspiring collection of sacred art. Indirectly, these will catalyze other economic, social and civic benefits. Countless people will be inspired and blessed by Maitreya Project's activities.

Maitreya Project is initiated and managed by   a group of Buddhists based in California.   

For more details - www.maitreyaproject.org
About the Relic Tour in Sri Lanka

The Relic tour in Sri Lanka will be organized and managed by Damrivi Foundation, an Organization of academics and professionals committed to spiritual, social and economic development through Buddhist insights (www.damrivi.net).  During the past five years Damrivi has evolved as a unique Buddhist social organization, acting as a change agent in society , by its many innovative social development programmes with Buddhist insights  which are mind based and aiming at  changing the value system. 

The relics will be displayed free of charge as a part of the Vesak religious observances. The relics can be viewed by the visitors at close range and a personal blessing will be made by monks on all those worshiping the relics by placing the caskets on the head of the devotees. 

Donations

All  donations towards the  relic tour made by the devotees  at the relic tour exhibition site will be  remitted  towards the  cost of the  Maitreya project, as the contribution of the Sri Lankan Buddhists towards this project which will serve as the biggest Buddhist  monument in India.

Tour Schedule Sri Lanka - Vesak 2009  

Isipathanaramaya , 

Havelock Town, Colombo 5

May 2nd- 5th 

2nd Saturday (Opening Ceremony) 6.p.m. 

3rd -5th Sunday Tuesday 10.a.m. - 9.p.m. 

Rajamaha Viharaya Tissamaharama

May 8th- 12th 

8th  Friday (Opening Ceremony) 10 a.m. 

9th -12th Saturday  Tuesday  10.a.m. - 9.p.m. 

Ruwanwelisaya Anuradhapura

May 16th - 20th 

16th  Saturday (Opening Ceremony) 6 p.m. 

17th -20th Sunday  Wednesday  10.a.m. - 9.p.m. 
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Authenticity of the relics

The origin of most of the relics displayed in Sri Lanka goes back to the Meiktila Relic Museum in Burma. These have been offered to the Nepalese Master, Lama Zopa Rinpoche from time to time between 2001 and 2007 by various sources in Burma, Thailand, Taiwan and Indonesia as a gesture of loving kindness and in support of the Maitreya project. Some have appeared spontaneously to the collection during the relic expositions. The Maitreya Project has confirmed that each time a relic is added to the collection, Master Rinpoche checks whether it is real using the tests described in the Suttas and then decides whether it is appropriate to be display it.
Sponsorships
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Maitreya Project bares the costs of travel of the tour group to Sri Lanka. All other expenses have to be met by the host, i.e. Damrivi Foundation. These include publicity and publicity material, setting up exhibition site and site arrangements, Buddhist religious ceremonies and rites and rituals necessary for sacred relics, decorations, internal travel of the tour group and organizers and volunteers, accommodation and food for the tour group for one month, accommodation and food for the managers of the tour on each exhibition site and other miscellaneous expenses. 

Damrivi is looking for sponsorships from generous Buddhists to make this rare and historical event a success.  

For more information contact

Damrivi Foundation

No. 51/A, Isipathana Mw

Colombo 5

Sri Lanka

Tele- 2504431/ 495637

www.damrivi.net

damrivi@sltnet.lk
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